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New Issues 

It’s crackers to slip a rozzer the dropsy in snide. 

ALAND  1v 
 

Planned Issue date 9 May 2022 
 
 
 
Sjörå, Mistress of the Lake 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Sjörå or the Sjöfru (Mistress of the Lake) 

was a mythical creature of the lake, or Rå, in 

Swedish folklore. A female, humanoid water 

spirit, she is a seductive creature, often fea-

tured sitting and combing her long, sweeping 

hair with delight. She often lures and drowns 

men who are unkind, unfaithful or otherwise 

disrespectful to her or the lake. 
 

Like all other rå (keepers) she protects her do-

main and awards those kind to her with good 

fishing luck and saves them from drowning. In 

wintertime she would sometimes stick her 

hand up from the waters; if the visitor then 

gave her a mitten she would thank him for his 

kindness with gifts or protect him in his time 

of need. 
 

— from Philatelic Pursuits and Wikipedia 

FINLAND  2v 
 

Planned Issue date 27 April 2022 

 

Päivätär and Kuutar are luonnotars (feminine 

personifications of nature) or goddesses of the 

Sun and the Moon in Finnish mythology. They 

own the gold of the Moon and the silver of the 

Sun, spin golden and silver yarns, and weave 

clothes out of them. In Kalevala, young maid-

ens ask Päivätär and Kuutar to give them 

some of their golden and silver jewelery and 

clothes. 
 

Both luonnotars are mentioned in Finnish folk 

poetry, but there is little information of them. 

Päivätär and Kuutar are emuus (origin moth-

ers) of bees, wasps and hornets and appear 

in spells that were sung in order to prevent 

these insects from stinging. There is also one 

spell from Finnish Karelia that states that 

the world tree grew from the golden and silver 

tears of Kuutar and Päivätär. 
 

— Finnish Folklore Wiki, courtesy of Europa Blogspot 

 

Here we go with 2022, and your editor is at a 

loss for words, something that rarely happens 

(ask my wife). Thanks to the Europa Blogspot 

we have previews of some of the upcoming 

stamps,  including descriptions of what is be-

ing depicted. That’s a welcome first for the 

Blogspot, which usually only depicts the stamp 

images. The various postal websites haven’t 

been much help.  
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New Issues 

BELGIUM  ss 
 

Planned Issue date 13 June 2022 

Legend of St Hubertus: Legend holds that on a 

Good Friday morning, while the faithful were 

in church, Hubert was hunting in the forest. 

As he pursued a magnificent stag or hart, the 

animal turned and Hubert was astounded to 

see a crucifix floating between its antlers. He 

heard a voice saying: "Hubert, unless thou 

turnest to the Lord and leadest a holy life, 

thou shalt quickly go down into Hell."  
 

Hubert dismounted and prostrated himself, 

and after asking "Lord, what wouldst Thou 

have me do?" he is told, "Go and seek Lambert, 

and he will instruct you."  Hubert set out im-

mediately for Maastricht, to meet Lambert, a 

bishop who received him kindly and became 

his spiritual director.  

 

St. Hubert has been described as the patron 

saint of hunters and is honored by sportsmen 

as the originator of ethical hunting behavior. 

However, he renounced hunting after having 

his vision encountering the stag, 
 

— from Wikipedia, courtesy of the Europa Blogspot  

 

Silvius Brabo was a legendary Roman warrior 

who killed Druon Antigoon. Antigoon had built 

a fortress along the river Scheldt, and de-

manded tolls from the ships sailing down the 

river and the people who intended to pass the 

bridge over the river. Antigoon cut off the 

hands of the people who did not want to or 

could not pay and threw their amputated 

hands into the river. One day, Silvius Brabo 

sailed down the river and refused to pay the 

toll. He defeated the extortionist Antigoon, cut 

off his hand, and threw it into the river 
 

According to folklore, the name of the city Ant-

werp (hand werpen in Dutch) originated from 

the act of Brabo throwing the hand.  In 1887, a 

fountain was put in front of Antwerp City Hall 

in Antwerp. Showing Silvius Brabo in the act 

of throwing the severed hand into the river. 

Throwing the amputated hand has become a 

symbol of Antwerp and symbolizes the free 

waterways. 
 

— from the National Center for Biotechnology Information 
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New Issues 

Europa 2021 

Endangered National Wildlife 

So, on we go with the stragglers. Still waiting 

for Albania. It appears that Italy at least got 

the memo. Both of the animals depicted are 

listed as Critically Endangered by the Interna-

tional Union for the Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN). 

ITALY  2v  self-adhesive 
 

Issue date 15 November 2021 
 

 
 

 

The Aeolian Wall Liz-

ard (Podarcis raffonei), 

also known common-

ly as Raffone's Wall Liz-

ard, is endemic to Italy.  

There are only four locations hosting this spe-

cies, all of them in the Aeolian Islands. The 

overall population is around one thousand 

specimens distributed on a surface not bigger 

than 20,000 m2 (.008 mi2). Competition with 

the very common Italian wall lizard, intro-

duced by man, reduced its distribution to this 

smaller area. 

 

 

 

The Marsican Brown 

Bear (Ursus arctos arc-

tos) is a subspecies of 

the Eurasian brown 

bear, with a range 

restricted to the Abruzzo National Park and 

the surrounding region in Italy. It has been on 

the brink of extinction for decades now; in the 

1980s, there were about 100 of them and only 

about 43 remain.  Some believe this is below 

the threshold of survival, but they have en-

dured in the Park’s conservation area. 
 

— from Wkipedia 

KAZAKHSTAN  2v in a ms 
 

Issue date 15 November 2021 

 

The Siberian Roe Deer or eastern roe 

deer (Capreolus pygargus) is found within the 

temperate zone of eastern Europe and central 

and east Asia. Fossil records show their terri-

tory once stretched to the northern Caucasus 

Mountains, as well as eastern Ukraine, but 

their numbers diminished in eastern Europe 

due to overhunting.  Overall, the species is 

still listed as Least Concern by the IUCN. 

 

The Wild Boar (Sus scrofa), also known by vari-

ous names (swine, pig, etc.), is native to much 

of Eurasia and North Africa, and has been in-

troduced to the Americas and Oceania. The 

species is now one of the widest-ranging mam-

mals in the world, as well as the most wide-

spread. It has been assessed as Least Con-

cern on the IUCN Red List due to its wide 

range, high numbers, and adaptability to a 

diversity of habitats. The wild boar is the an-

cestor of most pig breeds; they were probably 

domesticated from wild boar as early as 13,000

–12,700 BCE in the Near East in the Tigris 

Basin, 
— from Wkipedia 
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New Issues 

SEPAC 2022 

Local Beverages 

ALAND   1v 
 

Proposed Issue date 6 September 2022 
 

Freshly Squeezed Sea-Buckthorn Juice  

Also known as a sand thorn, seaberry, and sal-

lowthorn, Sea Buckthorn is a shrub that pro-

duces small orange/yellow berries. They are 

commonly found in Russia, China. Northern 

Europe and Canada. 
 

Sea buckthorn berries are edible (often not 

eaten raw), healthy, and very nutritious. They 

are often used to make juice, tea, jam, puree, 

sauces, pies, and ice cream. They are also used 

as cosmetics, moisturizing body lotions, and 

their oils are used for treating hair and skin. 

 

To make juice, just wash the 

berries, smoosh them in a  

blender, add sweetener and 

strain out the juice. 
 

— from LittleSunnyKitchen.com 

As is usually the case, the Europa blogspot is 

the first to unveil news of upcoming issues. 

The blogspot reports that the theme for 2022 

is Local Beverages, but there’s nary a mention 

of this on the SEPAC website. Heck, that web-

site still solicits entries for best design of 2019! 

One must wonder just how serious these peo-

ple are. Well anyway, the blogspot reports the 

following proposed new issue from Aland, 

where the issue is described as “Locally Pro-

duced Drinks.” 

New Issues 

European Anniversaries and 
Events 

BELGIUM  ss 
 

Planned Issue date 24 January 2022 
 

Iconic Belgian Coins, and 20th Anniversary of 
the adoption of the Euro 

POLAND  1v 
 

Issue date 16 October 2021 
 
25th Anniversary of Poland’s 
Admission to the Organiza-
tion for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development 
(OECD) 

BELARUS  1v 
 

Issue date 
21 December 2021 
 
25th anniversary of 
establishing diplo-
matic relations be-
tween the Republic 
of Belarus and Sover-
eign Military Hospitaller Order of Saint John of 
Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta 

https://europa-stamps.blogspot.com/2021/11/aland-sepac-2022.html
https://www.sepacstamps.eu/
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Like what you see so far? Join the ESU to see more! 


